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Crime Rates Not Higher in Refugee Populations 

 
Fargo, N.D. (Jan. 11, 2017) –Fargo police officials agree with national studies that show crime rates do not vary 

significantly among refugee populations compared to other populations. 

 

Vince Kempf, Cultural Liaison Officer and 25-year veteran of the Fargo Police Department, says that it is not 

possible for him to provide hard numbers, as immigration status is not routinely collected when a person enters 

the criminal justice system.  However, in his experience, he believes crime rates amongst refugee populations are 

similar to those in other populations. Officer Kempf is the liaison to the Fargo Human Relations Commission, 

which has been tasked with answering what the refugee resettlement program costs Fargo. 

 

“There are good and bad people in every population. In my experience, the ratio of persons committing crime 

remains the same from culture to culture. From a law enforcement perspective, the cost of refugees being placed 

in Fargo is impossible to calculate, as are the benefits of having refugees settled here,” Kempf states. 

 

Officer Kempf’s assessment follows national studies closely. According to the American Community Survey, 

immigrants are actually less likely to be criminals than native-born folks. The survey conducted by the U.S. 

Census Bureau shows an incarceration rate of 1.6% amongst immigrant males aged 18-39, as opposed to a 3.3% 

rate of native-born males of a similar age group. 

 

 “I can tell you I have met many New Americans as the Cultural Liaison Officer. They have distinct cultures 

and speak many languages. Many experienced hunger in ways most of us will never understand and suffered 

much in their lives. They are here to live, work, and make their children’s lives better than what their own lives 

have been. I have no way to statistically measure how they benefit Fargo, but I know they do,” Kempf says. 
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The Fargo Human Relations Commission is working to answer the question of what the refugee resettlement 

program costs Fargo. As part of their mission, they plan to release their findings to the public on a regular basis 

through the end of February.  

 

The Fargo Human Relations Commission works to promote acceptance and respect for diversity and 

discourages all forms of discrimination. The Human Relations Commission meets on the third Thursday of 

every month at 12 p.m. in the City Commission Room, City Hall, 200 3rd St. N. A public comment period is 

provided at the meetings. For more information, please visit the Human Relations Commission’s page on the 

City of Fargo’s website: cityoffargo.com/humanrelations  
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